304.                                ECCE HOMO.

way his followers were to conduct themselves towards
the heathen world in the midst of which they lived, so
that the other question, how they were to conduct them-
selves towards each other, did not at the time occur to
his mind, nothing is more natural than that he should in
.the same breath have delivered rules applicable only to
the case in hand and other rules equally applicable to it,
but applicable to other cases as well. Now if we read
the first chapter of the Sermon on the Mount connectedly,
we shall see that he actually was occupied with this ques-
tion, and that, though heathen are not expressly men-
tioned, the Christian is always supposed to be dealing
with them. Christ, in short, has given here a manual of
the behaviour he requires from his followers towards those
who are not his followers. For example, they are to
consider themselves happy when men (i. e. heathen men)
revile and persecute them. They are to consider them-
selves as lights in the world, that is, as illuminating the
darkness of heathenism; they are to be the salt of the
earth, that is, their Christian enthusiasm is to give a tone
to the languid and lifeless heathen society. And in the
passage itself with which we are dealing, it is sufficiently
apparent that the injuries supposed are not those to
which in the intercourse of life every one alike is liable;
the blow on the cheek, the spiteful treatment, the per-
secution, point to the insults and cruelties which a
hated and despised sect had to expect from the outer
world.

Add to this the word enemy. It may not strike us
at first in reading the passage that this cannot possibly
apply to a fellow-Christian. That there are enmities and
hatreds between Christians is to us a familiar fact; we